United Nations AHRC/WG.6/12/UGA/2

VV/ \Q\’ Gener al Assernbly Distr.; General

25 July 2011

\\s: 7
=
Original: English

Human Rights Council

Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review
Twelfth session

Geneva, 3-14 October 2011

Compilation prepared by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rightsin accordance with
paragraph 15 (b) of the annex to Human Rights Council
resolution 5/1

Uganda

The present report is a compilation of the infoinoratcontained in the reports of
treaty bodies, special procedures, including olzdgms and comments by the Stgte
concerned, and other relevant official United Nagia@locuments. It does not contain any
opinions, views or suggestions on the part of tHéc® of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), other thianse contained in public reports
issued by OHCHR. It follows the structure of thengel guidelines adopted by the Human
Rights Council. Information included herein has rbesystematically referenced in
endnotes. The report has been prepared takingcomsideration the four-year periodicity
of the first cycle of the review. In the absencerefent information, the latest available
reports and documents have been taken into coasigier unless they are outdated. Since
this report only compiles information containedoifficial United Nations documents, lack
of information or focus on specific issues may e tb non-ratification of a treaty and/(
to a low level of interaction or cooperation witttérnational human rights mechanisms.

=

GE.11-15309 Please recycle@



A/HRC/WG.6/12/UGA/2

|. Background and framework

A. Scopeof international obligationst

Recognition of specific
Universal human rights  Date of ratification, competences of treaty
treatied accession or succession Declarations/reservatiohedies

ICERD

21 Nov. 1980

None

Individual
complaints (art. 14):
No

ICESCR 21 Jan. 1987 None -

ICCPR 21 June 1995 None Inter-State
complaints (art. 41):
No

ICCPR-OP 1 14 Nov. 1995 Reservation (Art. 5) —

CEDAW 22 July 1985 None -

CAT 3 Nov. 1986 None Inter-State
complaints (art. 21):
Yes
Individual
complaints (art. 22):
No
Inquiry procedure
(art. 20): Yes

CRC 7 Aug. 1990 None -

OP-CRC-AC 6 May 2002 Binding declaration—

under art. 3: 18 years

OP-CRC-SC 30 Nov. 2001 None -

ICRMW 14 Nov. 1995 Reservation (Art. 18) Inter-State
complaints (art. 76):
No
Individual
complaints (art. 77):
No

CRPD 25 Sept. 2008 None -

CRPD-OP 25 Sept. 2008 None Inquiry procedure

(arts. 6 and 7): Yes

Treaties to which Uganda is not a part9P-ICESCR ICCPR-OP 2, OP-CEDAW, OP-

CAT and CED (signature only, 2007).
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Other main relevant international instruments Ratifion, accession or succession

Convention on the Prevention and Yes
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
Rome Statute of the International CriminalYes

Court
Palermo Protocél No
Refugees and stateless persons Yes, except the 1961 Convention on the

Reduction of Statelessness.
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 avids, except Additional Protocol IlI
Additional Protocols thereto

ILO fundamental conventiohs Yes
UNESCO Convention against Discriminatigas
in Education

1. The Committee on the Elimination of Discriminatiagainst Women (CEDAW)
and the Committee against Torture (CAfgcommended that Uganda ratify the respective
optional protocols.

2. CAT* and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial diiwmination (CERDY
urged Uganda to make declarations under articlemn@2l4 of the respective Conventions.

3. CEDAW encouraged Uganda to consider ratifying CED

Constitutional and legidative framewor k

4. In 2011, the United Nations Country Team (UNCBYed that several instruments
needed to be domesticated and national laws hazedmiith international standar&isThe
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRCELAT® and the Human Rights Committee
(HR Committee’¥ expressed similar concerns regarding the resge@onventions. CRC
noted that Uganda should provide the Law Reform @imsion with concrete directions
and with the necessary resources to perform iks'tas

5. In 2005, CAT noted with concern the lack of a poamensive definition of torture
and the lack of an absolute prohibition of torttire.

6. In 2008, CRC regretted that the Penal Code ofndgalacked provisions that
criminalized the recruitment of childréhlt also recommended that Uganda bring its Penal
Code into full compliance with OP-CRC-SC.

7. In 2010, the High Commissioner for Human Righited that the important national
reconciliation bill had not yet been tabled in Rament*

Institutional and human rightsinfrastructure

8. The Uganda Human Rights Commission (UHRC) wasedded with “A” status by
the International Coordinating Committee of Natloklman Rights Institutions for the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in ApfiD82

9. UNCT stated that UHRC faced multiple challengesluding gaps in capacity, and
insufficient geographical coverage; and noted flmtautonomy had been questiorigd.
CRC was concerned that requirements that UHRC mile notice of its visits to facilities
of the Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) mightger its work?
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10. UNCT noted that the Equal Opportunities Comroisssuffered from constraints
similar to those faced by UHRE,and CEDAW urged Uganda to ensure that the
Commission is provided with sufficient human, fina and technical resourcés.

11. In 2010, CEDAW also recommended that Uganda ditipasly strengthen its
national gender machinety.

12. UNCT stated that the NGO Registration (Amendinéct put heavy administrative
constraints on NGOs, such as burdensome yearlgtratipn obligation&’

D. Policy measures

13. UNCT observed that there was no national agtian for human rights in plaég.

14. In 2009, the Secretary-General reported thatndgahad signed an action plan
regarding children associated with armed forcddganda®

1. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

A. Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

1. Cooperation with treaty bodies

Latest report
submitted and Latest concluding
Treaty body* considered observations Follow-up response  Reporting status

CERD 2001 March 2003 - Eleverith
thirteenth report
overdue since
2005.

CESCR - - - Initial report
overdue since
1990.

HR Committee 2003 March 2004 Submitted in Second report
2006. overdue since
2008.

CEDAW 2009 October 2010 Due in 2012. Eighth report
due in 2014.

CAT 2004 May 2005 Overdue since Second report
2006. overdue since
2008.

CRC 2003 September 2005 — Consolidated
third to fifth
reports due in
2011.

OP-CRC-AC 2007 October 2008 - Next report due
with report to
CRC.
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Latest report
submitted and Latest concluding
Treaty body considered observations Follow-up response  Reporting status

OP-CRC-SC 2007 October 2008 - Next report due
with report to
CRC.

CMW - Initial report
overdue since
2004.

CRPD Initial report
overdue since
2010.

15. In 2011, UNCT stated that there was no permairesiitutionalized system to
coordinate Government engagement with the integnatimechanisms for implementing
recommendations, monitoring performance and reppiti

Cooperation with special procedures

Standing invitation issued No

Latest visits or mission reports Representative of the Secretary-General on
the human rights of internally displaced
persons (13—17 July 200%9and (10-16
August 2003,

Special Representative of the Secretary-
General for Children and Armed Conflict
(May—June 2010®and June 2009;

Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone
to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health (17—
25 March 2005) and (4—-9 February

2007)%®

Independent expert on the effects of
structural adjustment policies and foreign
debt on the full enjoyment of all human
rights, particularly economic, social and
cultural rights (26—30 May 2003);

Special Rapporteur on the right to education
(26 June-2 July 1999).

Visits agreed upon in principle Independent expert on the question of
human rights and extreme poverty

Visits requested and not yet agreed upon Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression (2006 and May 2011)

Facilitation/cooperation during missions —

Follow-up to visits -
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Responses to letters of allegations and During the period under review, 19
urgent appeals communications were sent to the
Government, which provided 2 replies.

Responses to questionnaires on thematicUganda responded to 3 of the 24
issues guestionnaires sent by special procedures
mandate holders.

3. Cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

16. OHCHR established its country office in Ugand®005%* Its programme of work
focuses on building national institutional capadity the protection and promotion of
human rights, including working with UHRC and cisibciety organizations; human rights
mainstreaming with United Nations partners; humaghts monitoring and reporting;
support for national legislative and policy refornamd support for transitional justi€e.
The High Commissioner visited Uganda in January62Gihd June 2010

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination

17. CEDAW reiterated its concern at the low priorgiwen to comprehensive legal
reform, and was also concerned that legislation @arslomary practices that discriminate
against women remained in for€dJNCT reported that women still faced discriminatio
marginalization and violence, and indicated thédrés for improvement were hampered by
deep-rooted cultural and traditional practices, fewale literacy rates and high levels of
poverty?” CEDAW urged Uganda to put in place without delagoanprehensive strategy,
including review and formulation of legislation, teodify or eliminate traditional practices
and stereotypes that discriminate against womeasd@ urged the Government to address
harmful practices, such as polygamy, more vigosotisThe HR Committee expressed
similar concern$’

18. CEDAW was concerned that older women and woméh wdisabilities often
suffered from multiple forms of discriminatich.

19. CRC was concerned at the fact that discriminadigainst certain groups of children
existed in practice, particularly with regard talgi children with disabilities, children

living in poverty, refugee children, children affed by and/or infected with HIV/AIDS,

former child soldiers and Batwa childrén.

20. In 2011, UNCT stated that estimates indicated 119.8 per cent of Ugandans had
some form of disability. Despite constitutional aledal guarantees, discriminatory laws
and attitudes existe8l.CRC also noted with concern that equal opporesifor children
with disabilities were jeopardizéd.

21. In 2006, the Special Rapporteur on the righewryone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and médmalth stated that wide-ranging measures
were required to combat all forms of discriminatiemmd stigma associated with neglected
diseases!

22. The ILO Committee of Experts on the Applicatif Conventions and
Recommendations noted that significant gender itieguexisted in respect of ownership
and control of land as a result of discriminatogditions and custont8UNCT noted that
national laws also discriminated against unmarmaanen® CEDAW urged Uganda to
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eliminate all forms of discrimination with respetd the ownership, co-sharing and
inheritance of land.

23.  UNCT indicated that lesbian, gay, bisexual, 4gEmder and intersex persons faced
several forms of discrimination, including haraseim@nd unequal access to public
services® OHCHR® and CEDAW raised similar concerns.

Right tolife, liberty and security of the person

24. In 2004, the HR Committee expressed concerntaheubroad array of crimes for
which the death penalty might be impo&etdINCT indicated that in 2009 the Supreme
Court had ruled that the mandatory death penalty uvaconstitutional, and that if a death
penalty sentence was not executed within threesyetrshould be converted to life
imprisonment. It reported that sentences werelstilhg issueé.

25.  In 2005, CRC noted with deep concern that calcrifice took place in the districts
of Mukono and Kayung& CEDAW called upon Uganda to strengthen its efftotprevent
and investigate cases of child sacrifice and tsgxrate perpetratofs.

26. In 2009, the Secretary-General strongly urgesl Government of Uganda to
prioritize the protection of children in its milita actions against the Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA) elements®

27. The High Commissioner stated that the genergroggh to disarmament in
Karamoja had resulted in large groups of peopladtieated indiscriminately. In addition,
there had been particularly violent UPDF operatiavisich had led to heavy loss of Iife.
UNCT noted that the military character of the opieraremained a matter of concern,
since serious human rights violations had beerstemgid”

28. In 2005, CAT recommended that Uganda take altessary legislative,
administrative and judicial measures to prevens adttorture and ill-treatmerit;that it
minimize the number of security forces and agenwiigls the power to arrest, detain and
investigate and ensure that the police remainsptheary law enforcement agency; and
that it abolish the use of “ungazetted” or unauttest places of detention or “safe
houses™ CAT also recommended that Uganda take immediadeeffiective steps to put
an end to customary torture in the area of Kararfidja 2011, UNCT expressed similar
concerns?

29. CRC was concerned that corporal punishment wihdraditionally accepted and
widely practised and recommended that Uganda ettpliorohibit by law all forms of
corporal punishment in all settingsin 2000, the Special Rapporteur on the right to
education expressed similar concefns.

30. CRC recommended that Uganda take the necessmyunes to prevent child abuse
and neglect! UNCT stated that challenges in child protectioaluded the coordination
and inadequate capacity of statutory protectiomises and community-based structures to
identify, support, refer, follow up and report cases?®

31. CEDAW expressed its concern at the prevalenceiadénce against women and
girls and was particularly concerned at the incaithty high prevalence of sexual offences;
it was also concerned that such violence appeaoedet socially legitimized and
accompanied by a culture of silence and impufiityNCT stated that the lack of medical
officers and police surgeons meant that cases cmilbe properly prosecuted because of a
lack of medical evidence or testimoAyCEDAW called upon Uganda to expeditiously
adopt the regulations for implementation of the Bstit Violence Act®

32. CEDAW called on Uganda to ensure the effectmplémentation of the Prohibition
of Female Genital Mutilation Act 2010, as well he prosecution and adequate punishment
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of perpetrators of that practi®e.The HR Committé€ and UNCT made similar
observations. CRC recommended that Uganda condizceaess-raising campaigfis.

33.  The Secretary-General reported that there wereases of recruitment and use of
children by UPDF or the local defence units in 2610

34. The ILO Committee of Experts reiterated its desmcern at the situation of
children abducted by LRX,as did CRC in 2008and in 2008. CRC urged Uganda to
take all necessary measures to ensure accountdbiliperpetratoré’ The HR Committe®
and CAT® made similar observations.

35. In 200%° and 2008} CRC recommended that Uganda strengthen long-téortse
to provide reintegration measures in order to gte\all children who have been recruited
or used in hostilities with immediate and child-dagender-sensitive multidisciplinary
assistance for their physical and psychologicabvery. CRC stated that Uganda should
take measures to ensure that children who have demobilized from LRA and the local
defence units are not recruited into the nationaly&?

36. In 2004, the HR Committee noted that Uganda dachowledged the deplorable
prison conditions. The treatment of prisoners ca@d to be a matter of concern, and
juveniles and women were often not kept separaie fadults and males. It was also
concerned about the high percentage of personsnddt@mn remané In 2011, UNCT
raised similar concerrs.

37. CEDAW urged Uganda to fully implement articleobthe Convention, including
through the effective implementation of the newidkdgion on trafficking® It also
reiterated its recommendation that Uganda introdegislation to ensure the prosecution
of, and stronger penalties for, the exploitatiowofmen engaged in prostitution, and urged
Uganda to review the Penal Cotle.

38. The ILO Committee of Experts requested Uganddake immediate necessary
measures to ensure that the procuring or offeringogs under 18 years for prostitution
was prohibited” CRC recommended that Uganda take appropriatddéiges measures and
develop an effective and comprehensive policy aking the sexual exploitation of
children®

39. CRC observed that preventive measures were doatie and that documentation
and research were insufficient on the root causasire and extent of the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornograpbylt recommended that Uganda comply with the
UHRC recommendation to hold a public inquiry toastigate reports indicating the sale of
children for sacrifices and ritual killing¥.

40. UNCT stated that 17 per cent of all childrenevengaged in child labour including
trafficking.*® CRC was deeply concerned that Uganda had not takemprehensive
measures to prevent and combat the large-scaleoedorexploitation of childreff? The
ILO Committee of Experts also expressed its sericascern at the number of children
involved, or at the risk of becoming engaged, eworst forms of child labouf?

41. In 2005, CRC was deeply concerned at the incrgasumber of street children,
especially in Kampala and other major urban centfes

3. Administration of justice, including impunity, and therule of law

42. In 2007, OHCHR indicated that the administratioh justice structures and
institutions were weak and virtually non-existamtiral areas. Corrupt practices reportedly
discouraged victims from seeking legal remedy. &heas a general lack of confidence in
the justice systertf® A significant backlog of cases and excessive dedietention periods
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compounded the situatiéftt. OHCHR® and UNCT* indicated that there was a general
lack of legal aid services being provided by thaté&t

43. UNCT noted that an area of particular concers ti# role and capacity of local
council courts, including a lack of knowledge oblzalegal rule$”® OHCHR raised similar
concerns®

44,  While the Supreme Court ruled in 2009 that tred of civilians by military courts
was unconstitutional, UNCT indicated that court tiaés continued to try suspects and
issue death sentences in 2621OHCHR was concerned that proceedings before myilita
courts fell short of international standards.

45.  UNCT noted that the juvenile justice system mlid have adequate infrastructure to
handle youth in conflict/contact with the law. lratamoja, the lack of juvenile courts, for
example, led to youth having to be detained in adistlocations® CRC made
recommendations in this regattl.

46. OHCHR encouraged Uganda to continue its effiort&aramoja to strengthen the
civilian law enforcement and administration of jost*®

47.  UNCT stated that arbitrary arrests and prolonggribds of (pretrial) detention were
common; and that investigations only started onsespect was put into custot§yCAT
was also concerned about the possibility of datgimieason and terrorism suspects for 360
days without bail and about the disproportion betwthe high number of reports of torture
and ill-treatment and the very small number of écotans for such offence$’ The HR
Committee expressed similar conceffis.

48. In 2011, UNCT indicated that the conviction rasgionally had traditionally been
below 5 per cent for gender-based violence. Casesxaal and gender-based violence
were generally settled through traditional mechagisn which family concerns regularly
overrode women'’s right4®

49. OHCHR stated that the virtual absence of thecgisystem in northern Uganda had
resulted in the proliferation of “mob justic&. CAT*** and UNCT*? made similar
observations.

50. In 2007, OHCHR stated that traditional leadeesenstrongly advocating for the
application of traditional justice to deal with @tities committed during the conflict. It
expressed concern that relying solely on tradiliopatice mechanisms would set a
dangerous precedent for impunity.CRC recommended that Uganda ensure that any
customary reconciliation practices avoid re-victimg children who have been recruited or
used in hostilities, especially girls who have stdfl sexual violenc&:

51. CRC recognized that the Amnesty Act 2000 hadtritiied to the return,
demobilization and reintegration of thousands oiidcan forcefully recruited by the
LRA.** Like CRC;?*® however, OHCHR was concerned that the grantingnoimnesty for
serious crimes under international law was in tiota of the treaty obligations of
Uganda? In 2007, the High Commissioner reaffirmed that¢heould be no amnesty for
war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide,grods violations of human rights.

52.  In 2007, OHCHR released a report on victims'cpptions of accountability,
reconciliation and transitional justice in northéfganda and found that truth-recovery and
reparation in the form of compensation were theingipal needs in terms of transitional
justice responses to the confli#t.

53. CRC noted the arrest warrants issued by theePuts of the International Criminal
Court in 2005 and urged Uganda to fully collabonatth the court; the Committee also
encouraged Uganda to cooperate with neighbouriatp St
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54.  UNCT reported that, in 2010, Uganda domesticatesl Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court and the establishmeithe War Crimes Division within the
High Court was completed, although its rules ofcpaure and evidence were still pending.
Its first case had been fraught with procedural dunel process irregularitié¥.

55.  In October 2010, OHCHR published a report ofegping exercise that documented
the most serious violations of human rights andrimtional humanitarian law committed
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo between31&8d 2003. Comments on the report
from a number of Governments concerned, includimgndia, were released at the same
time. The report described the most serious vimtaticommitted in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo over this 10-year period lmthbState and non-State actors,
including a number allegedly by foreign militaryrées, including those of Uganda. The
mapping report was intended as a tool to promot®watability for past human rights
abuses, to serve to prevent their recurrence rduand ensure sustainable peace and
development in the Democratic Republic of the Cofgo

Right to privacy, marriage and family life

56. UNCT stated that many children were married gb@ng age, most times against
their will. There were high rates of abortion amsinthe youth*®* CRC recommended that
Uganda fully enforce the age of marriage set outh& law for all forms of marriagé
CEDAW also expressed its concern and called upoandg to review and amend, as
necessary, the current version of the Marriage @ivdbrce Bill as well as the Muslim
Personal Law Bill®*

57. In 2011, UNCT stated that, on average, only ianiéve children was registered at
birth, which often resulted in undocumented youding incarcerated with aduff6.CRC
urged Uganda to strengthen and further develop unesgo ensure that all children born
within the national territory are registered byteinalia, making birth registration easy and
free and by introducing mobile unifs.

58. The Office of the United Nations High Commisg&prfor Refugees (UNHCR)
recommended that Uganda amend its nationality llgis to ensure that every child born
on the territory acquires Ugandan nationalityhéyt did not acquire any oth&tf.

59. In 2010, the High Commissiornétthe Special Rapporteur on the right to hedfth,
and the Special Rapporteurs on the situation ofamurights defenders and on the right to
freedom of opinion and expressitirurged Uganda to shelve a “draconian” draft bill on
homosexuality?> CEDAW also noted with concern the proposed*ilUNCT indicated
that attempts had emerged to reintroduce similavipions under the newly revised sexual
offences bill 2010* OHCHR* and CEDAW® called on Uganda to decriminalize
homosexual behaviour.

Freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly, and right to participatein
public and political life

60. In 2011, the United Nations Educational, Scfentand Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) stated that the legal regime of Ugandaetmihed constitutional guarantees of
freedom of expressiof. It indicated that the Anti-Terrorism Act, the RaiAct, and the
Penal Code contained provisions that criminalizatlipation offences{® and noted that
Uganda had continued to propose and pass laws digaificantly threatened free
expression and press freed&fJNESCO further advised that the Press and Jostrratit
and the Electronic Media Act introduced the Medizu@cil and Broadcasting Council in
contravention of the principle of independence afgulatory bodies from the
Government?® and established restrictions on who could be enpist’*
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61. UNESCO indicated that the biggest affront oredi@m of expression and press
freedom in recent years had been the closure ofrfmdio stations in September 2009.
UNESCO condemned the kiling of a radio news presemnd a correspondent in
September 2010 and requested authorities to igatstithose killing®? It recommended
that Uganda, among others: improve the safety whjglists; reassess the media legislation
provisions; and not use the defamation law as ansxto restrict freedom of expressitdn.

62. In 2011, OHCHR expressed its concern about timahn rights violations resulting
from the State’s response to the “Walk to Work” tpets in April 201%** The High
Commissioner urged the Ugandan authorities to tredt use of disproportionate force
against protesters and the repeated ill-treatmiapposition politicians$*® and to conduct
thorough, prompt and impartial investigations itite human rights violations committed
by the security forces’

63.  While acknowledging the significant increas¢hi@ number of women in Parliament
and politics in general, CEDAW noted that obstadiesthe advancement of women
remained in other are#8.The Committee called upon Uganda to take the sacgs
measures to increase and strengthen the partmipaif women in designing and
implementing local development plans, and to pascisp attention to the needs of rural
women?*®

64. UNCT stated that the 2011 presidential electiad been carried out in relative
peace with limited incidents of violence. Nonetlsslethere had been serious issues of
concern during the electoral period that had lethéodisenfranchisement of a considerable
number of citizen&?

Right towork and to just and favourable conditions of work

65. In 2011, the ILO Committee of Experts requestighnda to take measures to
recognize the right to collective bargaining tolblic employees and public servants not
engaged in the administration of the Stéte.

66. CEDAW was concerned about the persistence cfidimation against women in
the labour market, and the concentration of womethé informal sector. While noting that
the Employment Act had introduced a specific provison sexual harassment, the
Committee was concerned that the narrow definiti@as limited to sexual harassment by
an employer or his representatite.

Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

67. UNCT stated that there were no appropriate legathanisms of redress for
violations of economic, social and cultural rigihsUganda®® In 2004, the independent
expert on the effects of structural adjustment giedi and foreign debt on the full
enjoyment of all human rights, particularly econopgocial and cultural rights, found that
more expanded and explicit linkages could and shbel made between the development
goals of Uganda and human rights, in particulaneatc, social and cultural rights.

68. UNCT noted a decline in poverty to 24.5 per cen2010, while referring to
significant regional dispariti¢s> CEDAW urged Uganda to continue to intensify the
implementation of gender-sensitive poverty reductmd development programmié&sit
noted with concern the particularly marginalizeduaiion of Batwa womet! CRC
remained deeply concerned about the increasingde laumbers of children who did not
enjoy the right to an adequate standard of livthg.

69. In 2011, UNCT stated that Uganda was still eigmeing a severe generalized HIV
epidemic!®*® CEDAW/® CRC™ and the HR Committé® recommended strengthening
efforts to combat HIV/AIDS.

11
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70.  UNCT stated that six million people still wentrigry in Uganda, while 20.3 million
were food insecur&® Malnutrition was rampant and rates had not impdogeer the past
three decad€d' There was no comprehensive legislation addredsiagight to food in
Uganda'’™

71. In 2006, the Special Rapporteur on the rightdalth stated that significant health
challenges persisted. Access to health-care fasilivas limited by poor infrastructure,
especially in the rural are&8.He stated that human resources in the health rsecto
constituted a major, urgent issue that had multgilmensions”” UNCT made similar
observations and noted that funding had stagnatsgdit® a high population growth rate
and increased demand for health servi€ete Special Rapporteur stated that that was
inconsistent with the international obligationsddandat” CRC?®* and CEDAW® made
related recommendations.

72.  UNCT indicated that participation in housingated decision-making and security
of tenure remained inadequate. Land matters wamtentous due to multiple claims over
land’®? Land tenure in the protected areas of Uganda &adlted in consistent conflicts
with, inter alia, excessive use of force and fantewictions taking plac&?

73.  UNCT observed that national water coverage hgutaved, but serious health risks
associated with contaminated water sources and pgpgiene remainet! Particularly
affected were displaced families in northern Ugafida

Right to education

74. In 2011, UNCT stated that less than one thirdhifidren fully completed primary
education. High drop-out and low completion rates dirls in secondary and tertiary
education were particularly worrisortfe The ILO Committee of Experts urged Uganda to
redouble its efforts to improve the functioning dfie education systeffi. CRC
recommended that Uganda increase public expenditureeducation and undertake
additional efforts to ensure access to informalatian to vulnerable group¥.

75.  The Special Rapporteur on the right to educatmird that pregnant schoolgirls had
to leave school and were unable to register as#imee school after delivet§. CEDAW
urged Uganda to take steps to overcome traditiatitides that in some areas might
constitute obstacles to girls’ and women’s educaffoUNCT indicated that other serious
challenges to children accessing affordable andityueaducation included violence in and
around school8?

Minorities and indigenous peoples

76. CRC was concerned at the situation of childreloriging to minorities, including
Batwa childreri?

77. In 2007, OHCHR stated that in Karamoja the plighpastoralist nomadic tribes
continued to be exacerbated by high levels of imsgc'*®

Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers

78.  As Uganda had not extended its typically generetugee policy to refugees from a
third country since 2009} UNHCR recommended that Uganda lift the ban omgjlland
by that group of refugees and afford them the sae®ment given to other refugeéslt
also recommended that Uganda allow for the naua@din of refugees and their
descendants after a certain period of residé&fice.

79. The ILO Committee of Experts reiterated its pves observation, in which it
expressed concern over the slow progress mader@sfiect to the adoption of legislation
that would include measures against clandestingatibgn movements and provide for
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equal treatment and opportunity between migrantkemsr and nationaf$’ UNHCR
recommended that Uganda ensure that the securggring of migrants would not negate
requests for asylum by civilians who were in netohternational protectioff®

80. UNHCR expressed its concern that the Crime ligeglce Unit was part of the
adjudication arm for refugee statds.

Internally displaced persons

81. In 2009, the Representative of the Secretaryetanon the human rights of
internally displaced persons noted that findingathie solutions for extremely vulnerable
individuals among the displaced populations was liggest remaining humanitarian
challenge®

82. In 2008, OHCHR called upon Uganda to consideogtions for durable solutions
for internally displaced persons (IDPs) based amlantary choicé™ as did the mandate
holder on IDPs in 2008#21UNHCR recommended a more expansive approach ba thké
considered reintegration and relocation as solstinraddition to returff?

83. The Representative of the Secretary-Generalhenhuman rights of internally
displaced persons observed that disputes over kmdl property hampered return
movements and their sustainabifityand UNHCR recommended that Uganda investigate
issues relating to land ownership.

84. CEDAW urged Uganda to take all necessary mesador@nsure that women and
girls in the IDP camps and those who have retutoettheir communities are adequately
protected from sexual and gender-based violenceabuode, that the perpetrators of such
acts are prosecuted and punished, and that reliefemedies are provided to victims and
their families*®® The Special Representative of the Secretary-GEerfieraChildren and
Armed Conflict?” the HR Committe® and CRC”® made similar observations.

85. UNCT stated that insecurity, natural disastarg limited access to basic services
had led to the displacement of significant numloéisaramojong®

Human rights and counter-terrorism

86. UNCT stated that the Anti-Terrorism Act 2002 womed a broad definition of
terrorism and conferred considerable discretionaowers to the Minister for Internal
Affairs. Wide interpretations of the Act and opé&as by the Joint Anti-Terrorism Task
Force had resulted in abus&sThe HR Committee raised similar concetfis.

Achievements, best practices, challenges and constraints

87. UNCT noted that northern Uganda had experienegd long and brutal civil wars
that had ravaged the region and led to the dispiané of millions?*® that questions over
transparency and accountability in government effpersisted.* and that climate change
had impacted Uganda on many frofits.

88. CRC noted the extremely negative impact of tbeflct on the children of
Uganda*®

89. The Special Representative of the Secretary4@erfer Children and Armed
Conflict noted the full commitment by the Governmemd concerted efforts towards
implementing the provisions of the action plan regsg children associated with armed
forces in Ugand&Y’
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Notes
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Key national priorities, initiatives and commitments

Specific recommendations for follow-up

90. Treaty bodies requested follow-up informationtl@ir recommendations regarding
discriminatory laws and sexual offences againsbeigjirls (CEDAW)?® security forces
and agencies, unauthorized places of detention,ahunights monitors, protection of
civilians and prevention of abduction (CAT);and female genital mutilation, IDPs and
arbitrary detention (HR Committe&j.

Capacity-building and technical assistance

91. Treaty bodies recommended that Uganda seekitetlassistance/cooperation from
United Nations agencies and programmes in a nuofiemeas®
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